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Data Models in the Digital Humanities. Why they are Important for you. 

The digital research of archival sources benefits from an increasing availability of research data and 
digital platforms. This leads to methodological changes, both in data acquisition and data usage 
which have an important impact on the scope of research activities. As a result, more and more data-
driven research projects can be found, starting from platforms like Monasterium.Net3 to large scale 
projects such as the Time Machine project4. Consequently, as the amount of humanities data keeps 
growing the research on data modelling strategies has become an essential part of the Digital 
Humanities (DH) and plays an ever-increasing role for the cultural heritage domain.  

In this presentation I like to point out key aspects of the changes that have taken place in recent 
years concerning the modelling of cultural heritage data. This especially applies to the shift from the 
rather philologically influenced book paradigm and document-centred data modelling approaches 
towards more interconnected, event-centred data structures. In this approach the data is described 
by means of entities and relations. Together, we will explore this change of paradigm in more detail 
with a collection of charter regests from the St. Katharinenspital in Regensburg, Germany5. We will 
see how these documents can be used to build a network of documents modelled by CIDOC-CRM, a 
domain ontology for cultural heritage. Eventually, it is my goal to make you more aware of the 
importance of useful conceptualisations, how historical information and historical knowledge can be 
modelled and what the limits are. 
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3 `Monasterium.Net` is a virtual archive that contains both archive fonds and collections of charters for 
research purposes, available at https://www.monasterium.net/mom/home. 
4 `Big Data of the Past`, the TMO aims at creating a large-scale distributed digital information system mapping 
the European social, cultural and geographical evolution across times. https://www.timemachine.eu/.  
5 The St. Katharinenspital charters collection on Monasterium.Net, available at 
https://www.monasterium.net/mom/DE-AKR/Urkunden/fond. 
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